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A governess in a French château encounters an apparent plot against her young
charge's life in this unforgettably haunting and beautifully written suspense novel.
When lovely Linda Martin first arrives at Château Valmy as an English governess to the
nine-year-old Count Philippe de Valmy, the opulence and history surrounding her
seems like a wondrous, ecstatic dream. But a palpable terror is crouching in the
shadows. Philippe's uncle, Leon de Valmy, is the epitome of charm, yet dynamic and
arrogant—his paralysis little hindrance as he moves noiselessly in his wheelchair from
room to room. Only his son Raoul, a handsome, sardonic man who drives himself and
his car with equally reckless abandon, seems able to stand up to him. To Linda, Raoul
is an enigma—though irresistibly attracted to him, she senses some dark twist in his
nature. When an accident deep in the woods nearly kills Linda's innocent charge, she
begins to wonder if someone has deadly plans for the young count.
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评论

三星半.1958年作品. 英国犯罪作家协会CWA
1990年评选的100部经典推理小说位列第62位.年轻的英国姑娘Linda来到法国一座风景
如画的乡间别墅为一个9岁的小男孩Philippe教授英语.由于他父母双亡,其叔父叔母作为
监护人跟他住在一起.她总觉得这个因为坠马事故瘫痪而不得不整日坐着轮椅的叔父虽
然貌似慈祥，但其内心深处似乎散发出一种摄人的阴暗之面；而他的儿子高大英俊，Li
nda与其陷入了爱河甚至到了谈婚论嫁的地步，与此同时，危险似乎渐渐降临到小男孩
的身上，Linda不得不做出重大的抉择…..作者是Romantic
Suspense流派代表作家之一，而本作是她最有名的作品之一，国外好评如潮不断再版
，但我认为其叙述风格和节奏并不大适合国内读者，更不要说其毫无推理色彩，因此不
是很推荐阅读
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