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Oscar Wilde called this collection of essays the "holy writ of beauty." Published to great
acclaim in 1837, it examines the work of Renaissance artists such as Winckelmann and
the then neglected Botticelli, and includes a celebrated discussion of the Mona Lisa in

a study of Da Vinci. The

book strongly influenced art students and aesthetes of the day and is still valuable for
the insights it offers and the beauty of the writing.
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"Great passions may give us this quickened sense of life, ecstasy and sorrow of love,
the various forms of enthusiastic activity, disinterested or otherwise, which come
naturally to many of us. Of this wisdom, the poetic passion, the desire of beauty, the
love of art forart” s sake, has most. "B IEFAZLIH], "a blending in him of a
sympathy for humanity"s
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