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Celebrated economist Jeffrey Sachs has a plan to eliminate extreme poverty around
the world by 2025. If you think that is too ambitious or wildly unrealistic, you need to
read this book. His focus is on the one billion ﬁoorest individuals around the world
who are caughtin a povertitrap of disease, physical isolation, environmental stress,
political instability, and lack of access to capital, technology, medicine, and education.
The goalis to help these people reach the first rung on the "ladder of economic
development” so they can rise above mere subsistence level and achieve some control
over their economic futures and their lives. To do this, Sachs proposes nine specific
steps, which he explains in great detail in The End of Poverty. Though his plan certainly
requires the help of rich nations, the financial assistance Sachs calls for is surprisingly
modest--more than is now provided, but within the bounds of what has been
promised in the past. For the U.S., forinstance, it would mean raism%foreign aid from
jbust 0.14 percent of GNP to 0.7 percent. Sachs does not view such help as a handout

ut rather an investment in global economic growth that will add to the security of all
nations. In presenting his argument, he offers a comprehensive education on global
economics, including why globalization should be embraced rather than fought, why
international institutions such as the United Nations, International Monetary Fund, and
World Bank need to play a strong role in this effort, and the reasons why extreme
poverty exists in the midst of great wealth. He also shatters some persistent myths
ar?out ploor people and shows how developing nations can do more to help
themselves.

Despite some crushing statistics, The End of Poverty is a hopeful book. Based on a
tremendous amount of data and his own experiences working as an economic advisor
to the UN and several individual nations, Sachs makes a strong moral, economic, and
political case for why countries and individuals should battle poverty with the same
commitment and focus normally reserved for waging war. This important book not
only makes the end of poverty seem realistic, but in the best interest of everyone on
the planet, rich and poor alike.
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