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The Importance of Being Earnest shows a full measure of Oscar Wilde's legendary wit,
and embodies more than any of his other plays, his decency and warmth. This edition
contains substantial excerFtS from the original four-act version which was never
produed, as well as the full test of the final three-act version, selections from Wilde's
correspondence, and commentary by George Bernard Shaw, Max Beerbohm, St. John
Hankin, and James Agate.
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Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was an Irish playwright, poet, and author of
numerous short stories, and one novel. Known for his biting wit, and a plentitude of
aphorisms, he became one of the most successful playwrights of the late Victorian era
in London, and one of the greatest celebrities of his day. Several of his plays continue
to be widely performed, especially The Importance of Being Earnest.

As the result of a widely covered series of trials, Wilde suffered a dramatic downfall and
was imprisoned for two years hard labour after being convicted of "gross indecency"
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with other men. After Wilde was released from prison he set sail for Dieppe by the night
ferry. He never returned to Ireland or Britain, and died in poverty.
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The balance of the piece is astounding. Characters developing, setting construction
and plot unfolding, all of which present the perfect juxtapositions of two ends of
everything: affluence and scarcity, wittiness and dullness, embrace and hostility, and of
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[Spoilers Alert] Jack Worthing - used as an instrument to represent the upperclass
ideals of duty and responsibility. However lives a double life in the city as Ernest to
escape from his duties, which reveals the hypocrisy of upperclass Victorians. Alger...

As a treasure in literature, this play has enduring attraction. It s a topic of interest
among critics. As far as this play is concerned, sociological perspective is efficient, for
there are many coincidences between the author s lite and the characters’ ..
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