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Two cornerstones of liberalism from the great social radical of English philosophy 

John Stuart Mill was a prodigious thinker who sharply challenged the beliefs of his age.
In On Liberty —one of the sacred texts of liberalism—he argues that any democracy
risks becoming a "tyranny of opinion" in which minority views are suppressed if they do
not conform to those of the majority. The Subjection of Women , written shortly after
the death of Mill’s wife, Harriet, stresses the importance of sexual equality. Together
they provide eloquent testimony to the hopes and anxieties of Victorian England, and
offer a trenchant consideration of what it really means to be free.
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评论

再一次读On
Liberty，第二章实在无可辩驳了，虽说其他几章的浆糊与不清晰(其实也就是harm
principle的演绎)阻止了给五星的冲动，不过本来就是说不清的问题。六年前，五年前
，四年前各读过一次，感觉这次算是真的把优劣品出来了。

-----------------------------
liberty of individual and individualism

-----------------------------
在古代，男性有着广阔的家庭以外的生活空间，以及大量的和peers相处的机会；在现
代，亲密关系已经成了生活的首要成分，如果这时候还整天和一个不如自己的、发展受
到抑制的人相处，男性自己也势必趋于堕落。密尔可以说是从人文主义的角度支持女权
的。
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