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Book Description 

This book tells the 60,000 year story of how humankind evolved from a scattering of
hunter-gatherer bands to todays highly integrated global international political
economy. It traces the evolution of ever-wider economic, societal and military-political
international systems, and the interplay between these systems and the tribes, city
states, empires, and modern states into which humans have organised themselves.
Buzan and Little marry a wide range of mainstream International 

Relations theories to a world historical perspective. They mount a stinging attack on
International Relations as a discipline, arguing that its Eurocentrism, historical
narrowness, and theoretical fragmentation have reduced almost to nothing both its
cross-disclipinary influence and its ability to think coherently about either the past or
the future. Seeking to emulate and challenge the cross-disciplinary influence of the
world systems model, the book recasts the study of International 

Relations into 

a macro-historical perspective, shows how its core concepts work across time, and
sets out a new theoretical agenda and a new intellectual role for the discipline. 

Synopsis 

This book tells the 60,000 year story of how humankind evolved from a scattering of
hunter-gatherer bands to todays highly integrated global international political
economy. It traces the evolution of ever-wider economic, societal and military-political
international systems, and the interplay between these systems and the tribes, city
states, empires, and modern states into which humans have organised themselves.
Buzan and Little marry a wide range of mainstream International Relations theories to
a world historical perspective. They mount a stinging attack on International Relations
as a discipline, arguing that its Eurocentrism, historical narrowness, and theoretical
fragmentation have reduced almost to nothing both its cross-disclipinary influence
and its ability to think coherently about either the past or the future. Seeking to
emulate and challenge the cross-disciplinary influence of the world systems model,
the book recasts the study of International Relations into a macro-historical
perspective, shows how its core concepts work across time, and sets out a new
theoretical agenda and a new intellectual role for the discipline.
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评论

Just read part of the English version of this book. I kind of can't get the point of
studying the international system, which though might be a good perspective to look
into the history.
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逻辑通畅、见解独到、自成一派、独树一帜的国际政治学英国学派力作。学术价值颇高
，但仍存在分析过于简化的问题，并且由于牵扯全球历史的多个方面，因此能看到作者
在写作过程中暴露出来的一些知识短板。另外值得注意的是，虽然作者以此书反对西方
中心主义，但作者仍然在书中展...  
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