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Arguing that the focus of postmodernism has been on knowledge and information,
Postemotional Society demonstrates how the emotions in mass industrial societies
have been neglected to devastating effects. Using a wealth of information, author
Stjepan G. Mestrovic shows how emotion has become increasingly separated from
action; how in a world of disjointed and synthetic emotions social solidarity has
become increasingly problematic; and how compassion fatigue has increasingly
replaced political commitment and responsibility. Mestrovic's argument is rigorous
and thorough, discussing the relation between knowledge and the emotionsin
thinkers as diverse as Durkheim and Baudrillard, as well as examining the carnage in
the former Yugoslavia. This stimulating and provocative work concludes with a
discussion of the postemotional society, where the peer group replaces the
government as the means of social control. Postemotional Society will be read as
critical commentary and as social and cultural theory in the great sociological tradition
of Veblen, Riesman, and Mills and thus will be invaluable to students in the fields of
sociology, social theory, and political science. "A valuable and stimulating learning
experience ... accessible, finely written, passionate, and important.” --Keith Tester,
Professor of Sociology, University of Portsmouth
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