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This important book is the first full-scale account of male gay literature across cultures,
languages, and centuries. A work of reference as well as the definitive history of a
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tradition, it traces writing by and about homosexual men from ancient Greece and
Rome to the twentieth-century gay literary explosion.
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本书一共有32章, 从希腊、罗马一直写到当代, 包括AIDS文学。第五章讲的是东方("The
Orient"), 包括中国; 第八章专门讨论莎士比亚,
尤其是他的十四行诗(sonnets)。作者仔细分析了莎士比亚的十四行诗, 得出结论:
"Reading the sonnets will always flush out the reader's attitudes to homosexuality. To
that extent if no further, this sequence of poems is the key gay text in English
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literature." Some people may beg to differ, but let them do so.
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