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Goethe s Faust is a classic of European literature. Based on the fable of the man who
traded his soul for superhuman powers and knowledge， it became the life s work of
Germany s greatest poet. Beginning with an intriguing wager between God and
Satan， it charts the life of a deeply flawed individual， his struggle against the
nihilism of his diabolical companion Mephistopheles. Part One presents Faust s pact
with the Devil and the harrowing tragedy of his love affair with the young Gretchen. Part
Two shows Faust s experience in the world of public affairs， including his encounter
with Helen of Troy， the emblem of classical beauty and culture. The whole is a
symbolic and panoramic commentary on the human condition and on modern
European history and civilisation. This new translation of both parts of Faust preserves
the poetic character of the original， its tragic pathos and hilarious comedy. In
addition， John Williams has translated the Urfaust， a fascinating glimpse into the
young Goethe s imagination， and a selection from the draft scenarios for the
Walpurgis Night witches sabbath - material so ribald and blasphemous that Goethe did
not dare publish it.
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评论

中文的只读过钱老版，英文的只看过这个版。所以不敢说和其他版对比怎么样，但这个
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版翻译质量还是很高的，不仅将情节如实的翻译了下来，而且在翻译成英语时考虑了韵
脚，使得很多句子朗朗上口。缺点是书的设计着实是不怎么样。。。
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