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Book Description

Far from the Madding Crowd was the first of Hardy's novels to apply the name of
Wessex to the landscape of south west England, and the first to gain him widespread
ﬁopularit as a novelist. When the beautiful and spirited Bathsheba Everdene inherits

er own farm, she attracts three very different suitors: the seemingly commonplace,
man-of-the-soil Gabriel Oak, the dashing young soldier, Francis Troy, and the
respectable, middle-aged Farmer Boldwood. Her choice, and the tragedy it provokes,
lie at the centre of Hardy's ambivalent story.

This edition presents a new text of the novel restoring several manuscript passages
never before published with the novel, and many of the 1901 revisions missing from
nearly all modern versions.

This work tells the story of young farmer, Gabriel Oak, and his pursuit of the elusive
Bathsheba Everdene, whose wayward nature lends her to both tragedy and true love.
The background of this tale is the Wessex countryside in all its moods.
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The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature

Novel by Thomas Hardy, published serially and anonymousl% in 1874 in The Cornhill
Magazine and published in book form under Hardy's name the same year. It was his
first popular success. The plot centers on Bathsheba Everdene, a farm owner, and her
three suitors, Gabriel Oak (a generous shepherd), Sergeant Troy (a young, handsome,
and inconsiderate soldier), and William Boldwood (the owner of the neighboring farm).
The contrasting relationships between Bathsheba and her suitors are a study of the
many faces of love, including honest, heartfelt love and unscrupulous and
manipulative adoration.

From Library Journal

Random's Modern Library is reproducing this Hardy standard as a tie-in to a
Masterpiece Theater presentation and offering a quality hardcover for a reasonable
price.

From AudioFile

Those who relished the recent PBS series will be happy to know that this audio version
is read by Gabriel Oak himself--Nathaniel Parker. He and Thomas Hardy make a fine
team. As the rustic workers bring in the harvest, or shear the sheep, or barter at the
market--their lively dialogue projects pictures of nineteenth-century Wessex that are
almost as vivid as the paintings of John Constable. Nathaniel Parker seems to be one
of them--or all of them--as he slips naturally from one character to another, even
capturing the voice of Bathsheba as she laments her disastrous marriage. It all comes
togetherin the end as she and Gabriel prepare to live happily ever after, the only Hardy
characters so blessed! J.C.

About Author

Thomas Hardy (1840--1928), the author of Jude the Obscure, The Return of the Native,
and Tess of the D'Urbervilles, was also an accomplished poet. Seventeen volumes of
his work are available from Penguin Classics.

Rosemarie Morgan teaches at Yale University and is the president of the Thomas Hardy
Association.

Shannon Russell holds a fellowship at Oxford University and is head of research for the
Yale edition of Tennessee Williams's Journals.
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H =% Extract from Author's PrefaceDescription of Farmer Oak - An IncidentNight - The
Flock - An Interior- Another InteriorA Girl on Horseback - ConversationGabriel's Resolve
- The Visit- The MistakeDeparture of Bathsheba- A Pastoral TragedyThe Fair- The
Journey - The FireRecognition- A Timid GirlThe Malthouse - The Chat - NewsThe
Homestead- A Vistor- Half-ConfidencesMistress and MenQOutside the Barracks - Snow -



A MeetingFarmers - A Rule - An ExcceptionSortes Sanctorum - The ValentineEffect of
the Letter- SunriseA Morning Meeting- The Letter AgainAll Saints' and All Souls'In the
MarketplaceBoldwood in Meditation - RegretThe Sheep-washing- The OfferPerplexit% -
Grinding the Shears - A QuarrelTroubles in the Fold - A MessageThe Great Barn and the
Sheep-shearerskventide- A Second DeclarationThe Same Night—The Fir PlantationThe
New Acquaintance DescribedScene on the Verge of the HaymeadHiving the BeesThe
Hollow amid the FernsParticulars of a Twilight WalkHot Cheeks and Tearful
FyesBlame-FuryNight-Horses TrampingIn the Sun-A HarbingerHome Again-A
TricksterAtan Upper WindmvWealth in yeopardy-TheRevalThe Storm-The Two
To%stherRain—One Solitary Meets AnotherComm%Home—A CryOn Casterbridge
HighwaySuspicion-Fanny is Sent ForFasepb and his Burden—Buck's
HeadFanny'sRevengeUndera Tree-ReactionTroy's RomanticismThe Gurgoyle: Its
DoingsAdventures by the ShoreDoubts Arise-Doubts Linger Oak's Advancement-A
Great HopeThe Sbeep Fair-Troy Touches his Wife's HandBathsheba Talks with her
OutriderConverging CoursesConcurritur-Hora MomentoAfterthe shockThe March
Following-'Bathsheba Boldwood™ Beautyin Loneliness-AfterAllA Foggy Night and
Morning-Conclusion
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indulged myself in Hardy's world built by the movie, the audio book, and the book for
almost a month now. Withdrawal is agonizing.

Questions:What is thethe roles of the farm laborers? How does Bathsheba negotiate
with each of her suitors?

WHAT IS WRONG WITH PEOPLE?!?! [BBCRadio4, Radio Drama, 2016/2012
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An observer must have been very close indeed to discover that the forms under the
umbrella were those of Oak and Bathsheba, arm-in-arm for the first time in their lives...
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