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As their holiday unfolds, Colin and Maria are locked into their own intimacy. They
groom themselves meticulously, as though someone is waiting for them who cares

eeply about how they appear. When they meet a man with a disturbing story to tell,
they become drawn into a fantasy of violence and obsession.
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Very different from the usual McEwan style. Short, not so many luxurious and vvitt%
words. | can see how the theme is a novel thing for him, but compared to books that
explore the same topic, this book is not the best.
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A sordid tale about the collision between two debilitating cycles of dullness that were
accumulated by the stagnant pattern of intimacy and the obsession with
sadomasochism, ending up with a lurid mess. Alaudable attempt to distill the
quasi—gotdhic abnormality, regardless of the psychoanalytic aspect that was diffusively
presented.

not a heavy book, but a weighty story. the original english version made me kind of
love your work, lan. (no need to say that translation's usually shit, which i learnt from
another book of his.)
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