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In this landmark exploration of the origins of nationalism and cultural identity in China,
Pamela Kyle Crossley traces the ways in which a large, early modern empire of Eurasia,
the Qing (1636-1912), incorporated neighboring, but disparate, political traditions into
a new style of emperorship. Drawing on a wide variety of primary sources, including
Manchu, Korean, and Chinese archival materials, Crossley argues that distortions
introduced in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century historical records have blinded
scholars to the actual course of events in the early years of the dynasty. This
groundbreaking study examines the relationship between the increasingly abstract
ideology of the centralizing emperorship of the Qing and the establishment of
concepts of identity in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, before the advent of
nationalism in China. Concluding with a broad-ranging postscript on the implications
of her research for studies of nationalism and nation-building throughout modern
Chinese history, A Translucent Mirror combines a readable narrative with a
sophisticated, revisionary look at China's history. Crossley's book will alter current
understandings of the Qing emperorship, the evolution of concepts of ethnicity, and
the legacy of(%mg rule for modern Chinese nationalism.

TFE4:
Pamela Kyle Crossley is Rosenwald Research Professor of History, Dartmouth Colle%e
author of Orphan Warriors: Three Manchu Generations and the End of the Qing World

(1990) and The Manchus (1997); and coauthor (with Richard Bulliet and Dan Headrick)
of The Earth and Its Peoples (1997).
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might be a "landmark" in terms of her perspective and concentrations, but not in terms
of a good contribution on methods and argument. A smart and accurate capture of
many things, though, the power rarely lies in her explanation and evaluation of



evidences. itis a fruit out of the breakthrough of literary theories, i would say.
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"sinicization" remains interesting and important; asa theorem in contemporary
discourse, it represents only a tangle of undemonstrable but sentimentally charged
explanations for cultural change in East Asia. /aPa
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ek (CEBER s BREERIREATY HE” 5 "B ) BIARZ, mEE
TEARELMRNER, SEEHEFRMark...

FIRATS. guatUlh L BEMNEWES, FoEEIEI (associative

forms) , BREFKR, 2B MIENMMLTHER BEXE Z R, 2EIE Mo iTaEitE
DEMANBEN G D 2R, BREZAXARIEE, HBEMNIUCHE, BIHaIE N
HRTEX A EMEN 28R LER, E—DEE...

Somewhere between emperorship and ethmcim((identity) falls A Translucent Mirror.
Running through Nurgaci, Huang Taiji and Qianlong, it explores the ideology of
universal emperorship in different period of the Manchu rule, together with'its relation
to “co..
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