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In a delightful series of punigent essays (some ori%matmg as talks), Postman takes on a
variety of contemporary cultural phenomena including television (and its deleterious
effects), language, the crisis in education, politics, and social "science," to list a few.
The concluding piece, "My Graduation Speech" (offered freely for use), is alone worth
the price of the book, but Postman's keen observations and thoughful concerns are
equally apparent throughout. Readers of his earlier works ( Teaching as a Subversive
Activity Amusina@urselves to Death, and The Disappearance of Childhood ) will also
applaud this. Highly recommended to academics and the general public. Suzanne W.
Wood, SUNY Coll. of Technology, Alfred
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"Postman is that rare social critic whose commentary on the current state of American
culture and education is a funny as it is throughout and well argued...a provocative
collection." -- The New York Times Book Review

"Postman uses cogent arguments, sharp needles and gentle humor to challenge
readers to change their ways of thinking ... delightful." -- St. Louis Post Dispatch
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