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The stone bridge on the southern flank of the Antietam battlefield became one of the
Civil War?s most powerful symbols of courage and sacrifice. Union general Ambrose
Burnside might have outflanked Robert E. Lee?s army if his charge across the bridge
had been successful. The Union attack was stalled for several crucial hours by a small
number of Georgia riflemen, who themselves sustained heavy casualties. The actions,
units and personalities of this crucial sector of the battlefield are described in detail,
accompanied by a full description of the bridge area as it was in 1862 and as it is today.
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