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"Musil belongs in the company of Joyce, Proust, and Kafka." (The New Republic)

Like his contemporary and rival Sigmund Freud, Robert Musil bo\dl[\/ explored the dark,
irrational undercurrents of humanity. The Confusions of Young Torless, published in
1906 while he was a student, uncovers the bullying, snobbery, and vicious homoerotic
violence at an elite boys academy Unsparingly honest in its depiction of the author's
tangled feelings about his mother, other women, and male bondm§ italso vividly
illustrates the crisis of a whole souety where the breakdown of traditional values and
the cult of pitiless masculine strength were soon to lead to the cataclysm of the First
World War and the rise of fascism. A century later, Musil's first novel stlll retains its
shocking, prophetic power.
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A person must believe he is somethm%more in order to be capable of being what he
."The present is nothing but a hypothesis that one has not yet finished with".

S5RBEAE —NDENRORIB KT L WEFRVBI0] MZEAERBIEE;  “morally
gray and quietly nasty and aesthetic” o
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