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When Kenneth Grahame first entertained his son with letters about a petulant
character named Toad, he had no way of knowing that his creationtogether with his
friends Mole, Rat, and Badgerwould delight children for nearly 100 years. Here they are
once more, pursuing adventure in gypsy caravans, stolen sportscars, and prison, but
always returning to their beloved Wildwood. And although Grahames characters are
]%mm(ijstﬁkably animals, they remain endearingly human in their eccentricity, folly, and
riendship.
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At last he took refuge in the deep dark hollow of an old beech tree,which offered
shelter concealment——perhaps even safety,but who could tell?’Anyhow he was too
tired to run any further,and could only snu%gle down into the dry leaves which had
drifted into the hollow and hope he was safe for a time.
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