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Professor C.E. Bosworth FBA is a Middle East historian of world stature. In this volume
his friends and colleagues come together to honour his 70th birthday. The diversity of
these essays reflects the diversity and depth of Professor Bosworth's own interests.
Ranging through the five areas of Literature, Language, History, Law, and Art and
Epigraphy, this volume embraces the ancient, the medieval and the modern, covering
topics as diverse as the Maqama genre, the significance of wooden weapons in
al-Mukhtar's revolt and nineteenth century exchanges in Himyaritic inscriptions. The
volume illustrates the vibrancy and dynamism of modern scholarship in the field of
Arabic and Semitic Studies.
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Ian Richard Netton, Ph.D. (1976) in Arabic and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, UK,
has published extensively in the fields of Islamic philosophy and theology. He is the
author or editor of eleven other books, and is Professor of Arabic Studies at the
University of Leeds.
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