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Throughout the world, football is a potent force in the lives of billions of people.
Focusing national, political and cultural identities, football is the medium through
which the world's hopes and fears, passions and hatreds are expressed. Simon Kuper
travelled to 22 countries from South Africa to Italy, from Russia to the USA, to examine
the way football has shaped them. At the same time he tried to find out what lies
behind each nation's distinctive style of play, from the carefree self-expression of the
Brazilians to the anxious calculation of the Italians. During his journeys he met an
extraordinary range of players, politicians and - of course - the fans themselves, all of
whom revealed in their different ways the unique place football has in the life of the
planet. 
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“足球，让政治走开”是个十足的伪命题。

-----------------------------
没有一种狂欢是与现实无关的，驱赶闯入者的同时想一想，谁才是跳梁小丑。

-----------------------------
探索足球与文化和政治的关系。足球是文化的习成，也是最好的推广政治的道具。

-----------------------------
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书评

一直在想这本书会以什么完结。终于读到最后一篇，不出所料，正是是南斯拉夫。
和我预想的像《南斯拉夫最后的国家队》一样的展开不同，这里的主角完全是克罗地亚
。南斯拉夫解体后，萨格勒布迪纳摩因对“迪纳摩”的反感，改名为“克罗地亚萨格勒
布”，强调这个刚刚独立的民族国家...  
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