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A comprehensive critical study of all Hughes's major works in the context of his life and
times. This is the first critical book on Hughes that draws on insights from his
unpublished letters and drafts. It brings to the poems new information about Hughes's
early writing, his relationship with his brother, his time at Cambridge, his writing
practice, the laureateship, the fall-out from the death of Sylvia Plath, and the history of
Birthday Letters.
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