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Thailand Unhinged: Unraveling the Myth of a Thai-Style Democracy offers a trenchant
analysis of Thai politics and society over the tumultuous years that followed the ouster
of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Thailand's ongoing political crisis is
explained through the prism of the country's painful post-absolutist history - a history
marred by the systematic sabotage of any meaningful democratic development, the
routine hijacking of democratic institutions, and the continued suffocation of the Thai
people's democratic aspirations orchestrated by an unelected ruling class in an
Increasingly desperate attempt to hold on to its power.

The book includes scathing critiques of both Thaksin's administration as well as the
military-backed government that came to power in late 2008, follovvin% the week-long
siege of the country's busiest airports staged by the "yellow shirts" of the People's
Alliance for Democracy. The essays are written in a provocative, confrontational style -
making Thailand Unhinged a decidedl* unconventional mix of academic scholarship,
literary journalism, and radical pamphleteering.
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FEDERICO FERRARA (PhD, Harvard University) works as Assistant Professor of Political
Science at the National University of Singapore. He will be joining the City University of
Hong Kong's Department of Asian and International Studies in 2010.
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