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In the meantime strange things had been going on. When he caught hold of the first
bee, Mr. Middlerib, for reasons, drew it out in such haste that for a time he forgot all
about the bottle and its remedial contents, and left it lying uncorked in the bed,
between himself and his innocent wife. In the darkness there had been a quiet but
general emigration from that bottle. The bees, their wings clogged with the water Mr.
Middlerib had poured upon them to cool and tranquillize them, were crawling
aimlessly over the sheet. While Mr. Middlerib was feeling around for it, his ears were
suddenly thrilled and his heart frozen by a wild, piercing scream from his wife.
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