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This major study examines one of the most surprising developments in East Central
European politics after the democratic transitions of 1989: the completely unexpected
regeneration of the former communist parties. After the collapse of the communist
regimes in 1989, these ruling communist parties seemed consigned to oblivion.
However, confounding scholarly and popular expectations, all of these parties
survived. Some have even returned to power. This in-depth, comparative study
systematically analyzes the trajectories of four cases: the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Poland, and Hungary (with additional examination of other communist party
successors). Relying on extensive, and unprecedented, primary research, this analysis
employs a consistent analytical framework that combines the peculiarities of the
post-socialist cases with broad theoretical concerns of institutional analysis,
democratic transitions and consolidation, and party politics.
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