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The Book of the Courtier (1528) is a series of fictional conversations by courtiers of the
Duke of Urbino that takes place in 1507, while Castiglione was himself attaché to the
Duke. Today the Book remains the most reliable and illuminating account of
Renaissance court life and of what it took to be the "Perfect Courtier" and "Court Lady."
The Singleton translation&#151;the most acclaimed and accurate available&#151;is
accompanied by annotations. 

"Criticism" features ten essays on The Book of the Courtier, which represent the best
interpretations from the United States, Italy, and England including the
backgrounds-rich essays by Amedeo Quondam and James Hankins. A Selected
Bibliography, a Chronology, and an Index are included. 

About the series: No other series of classic texts equals the caliber of the Norton Critical
Editions. Each volume combines the most authoritative text available with the
comprehensive pedagogical apparatus necessary to appreciate the work fully. Careful
editing, first-rate translation, and thorough explanatory annotations allow each text to
meet the highest literary standards while remaining accessible to students. Each
edition is printed on acid-free paper and every text in the series remains in print.
Norton Critical Editions are the choice for excellence in scholarship for students at
more than 2,000 universities worldwide.
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pretentious and insincere
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书评

《The Book of the
Courtier》一書在十六世紀曾瘋魔歐洲貴族，當時大家的理想是做個具有人文精神的上
等人，於是紛紛學習禮儀、衣着、言行姿態。
近年一有政治爭拗，代議士定必拗得面紅耳熱。馬丁的不慍不火與從容，香港人久違了
。 上周六我與馬丁一起在城大講述基本法的初衷...  
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