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Winner of the Whitbread Prize, Seamus Heaney's translation "accomplishes what
before now had seemed impossible: a faithful renderingrthat is simultaneously an
original and gripping poem in its own right" ( New York Times Book Review ). The
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translation that "rides boldly through the reefs of scholarship” ( The Observer) is
combined with first-rate annotation. No reading knowledge of Old English is assumed.
Heaney's clearand i ms% htful introduction to Beowulf provides students with an
understanding of both the poem's history in the canon and Heaney's own translation
process. "Contexts” provides a rich selection of material on Anglo-Saxon and early
Northern culture. "Criticism" features eight essays carefully chosen for their relevance
tOLJndewgraduatereadens|nchjdwu%aqucﬂscussmwwofthe(ﬂd English poem that lies
behind Heaney's translation. Contributors include J.R.R. Tolkien, John Leyerle, Jane
Chance, Roberta Frank, Fred C. Robinson, Thomas Hill, Leslie Webster, and Daniel
Domoghue A(ﬂossam/oanaperNarnesandeaSekxiedEmbho raphyarelnduded
About the series : No other series of classic texts equals the caliber of the Norton
Critical Editions . Each volume combines the most authoritative text available with the
comprehensive pedagogical apparatus necessary to appreciate the work fully. Careful
edﬁmgﬁﬂrst rate translation, and thorough explanatory annotations allow each text to
meet the highest literary standards while remaining accessible to students. Each
edition is printed on acid-free paper and every text in the series remains in print.
Norton Critical Editions are the choice for excellence in scholarship for students at
more than 2,000 universities worldwide.
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Beowulf, the oldest British literature ever discovered, is a heroic myth about the
legendary experience of the warrior Beowulf. In Beowulf, the joy of success was

trinsient. In the first battle against Grendel, Beowulf took one arm of Grendel and hung
itn...
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| like this translation a lot. virtually, the modern day English version seems to flow the
same way the old English version does. However... the stroyline is too simple, compare
to modern myth such lord of the rings or greek myth such as lliad and Odyssey.
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