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The most amusing society, but also the most mixed, which Madame Felix de
Vandenesse frequented, was that of the Comtesse de Montcornet, a charming little
woman, who received illustrious artists, leading financial personages, distinguished
writers; but only after subjecting them to so rigid an examination that the most
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exclusive aristocrat had nothing to fear in coming in contact with this second-class
society.
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