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When Mole decides he has had enough tiresome spring-cleaning for one day, the
scrappy nonesuch throws down his broom and bolts out of his house looking for fun
and adventure. He quickly finds it in the form of the Water Rat, who takes the
wide-eyed Mole boating and introduces him to the mysteries of life on the river and in
the Wild Wood. Mole also meets Ratty’s good friends: the kindly, solid Badger and the
irrepressible Toad. Soon, the quartet’s escapades—including car crashes, a sojourn
in jail, and a battle with the weasels who try to take over Toad Hall—become the talk of
the animal kingdom.

Filled with familiar human types disguised as animals, Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind
in the Willows, like all exemplary children’s literature, has always appealed greatly to
grown-ups as well. Though first published in 1908, when “motor-cars” were new and
rare, The Wind in the Willows presents surprisingly contemporary—and uproariously
funny—portraits of speed-crazed Mr. Toad, generous Badger, poetic Ratty, and
newly-emancipated Mole. And lurking all the while within the humor and good spirits,
Grahame’s deeply felt commentary on courage, generosity, and above all, friendship. 
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-----------------------------
它们吃鸡肉、骑马，完全像人一样过日子，但不时出现“there was a chink of coin
passing from paw to paw”，真是可爱得令人发笑。
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