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The Huns have often been treated as primitive barbarians with no advanced political
organisation. Their place of origin was the so-called 'backward steppe'. It has been
argued that whatever political organisation they achieved they owed to the 'civilizin
influence' of the Germanic peoples they encountered as they moved west. This boo
argues that the steppes of Inner Asia were far from 'backward' and that the image of
the primitive Huns is vastly misleading. They already possessed a highly sophisticated
political culture while still'in Inner Asia and, far from being passive recipients of
advanced culture from the West, they passed on important elements of Central
Furasian culture to early medieval Europe, which they helped create. Their expansion
also marked the beginning of a millennium of virtual monopoly of world power by
empires originating in the steppes of Inner Asia. The rise of the Hunnic Empire was truly

a geopolitical revo%ution.
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Hyun Jin was born in Seoul South Korea and grew up in Auckland New Zealand. His
love of Classics and Ancient History began very early under the influence of his father
who moved his family from Korea to New Zealand specifically for the purpose of
studying ancient Greek of all things! The father was too old to master the language and
the task fell on his son, who somehow managed to overcome the temptation to
become a lawyer, and chose the path of academia and classical learning. After three
and a half years in the UK at Oxford University (as D Phil student) and four years at
Sydney University (as postdoctoral research fellow) he has moved to Melbourne. He is
the author of two books: the first on Greek and Chinese ethnography and the second
on the Huns and the fall of the Western Roman Empire.
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