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Amazon.co.uk Review
The Final Chapter

The pubdate of the seventh and final Harry Potter book has been announced, and the



rumours are already circulating - what are the Deathly Hallows? Who will make it
through to the end? This special edition of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is for
any major fan of the series, offering a luxury jacket and binding, this is set to make the
perfect present for any muggle!

From Publishers Weekly

Potter fans, relax—this review packs no spoilers. Instead, we” re taking advantage of
our Eublic platform to praise Rowling for the excellence of her plotting. We can’ 't

think of anyone else who has sustained such an intricate, endlessly inventive plot over
seven thick volumes and so constantly surprised us with twists, well-laid traps and
Purloined Letter-style tricks. Hallows continues the tradition, both with sly feats of
legerdemain and with several altogether new, unexpected elements. Perhaps some of
the surprises in Hallows don’ t have quite the punch as those of earlier books, but that
may be because of the thoroughness and consistency with which Rowling has created
her magical universe, and because we’ ve so raptly absorbed its rules.

We’ re also seizing the occasion to wish out loud that her editors had done their jobs
more actively. It" s hard to escape the notion that the first three volumes were more
carefully edited than the last four. Hallows doesn’ t contain the extraneous scenes
found in, say, Goblet of Fire, but the momentum is uneven. Rowling is much better at
comedy than at fight scenes, and no reader of the sixth book will be startled to hear
that Hallows has little humor or that its characters engage in more than a few fights.
Surely her editors could have helped her find other methods of building suspense
besides the use of ellipses and dashes? And craft ﬂéht dialogue that sounds a bit less
like it belongs in a comic book? Okay, we’ re quibbling. We know these minor
nuisances won’ tdentreaders’ enjoyment, at least not this generation of readers;
we couldn” t put Hallows down ourselves. But we believe Rowling, and future readers,
deserved even better. Ages 9-12. (July)

Synopsis

'His hand closed automatically around the fake Horcrux, but in spite of everythmg, in
spite of the dark and twisting path he saw stretching ahead for himself, in spite of the
final meeting with Voldemort he knew must come, whetherin a month, in a year, orin
ten, he felt his heart lift at the thought that there was still one last golden day of peace
left to enjoy with Ron and Hermione." With these words "Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince" draws to a close. And here, in this seventh and final book, Harry
discovers what fate truly has in store for him as he inexorably makes his way to that
final meeting with Voldemort. In this thrilling climax to the phenomenally bestselling
series, J.K. Rowling will reveal all to her eagerly waiting readers.

More Information about Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is the seventh and final book in the Harry Potter
series of novels by J. K. Rowling. On 21 July 2007, all editions but the American were
released at a minute past midnight (00:01) BST; the American and Canadian editions
was released at a minute past midnight (00:01), local time. It was released globally in
93 countries.The book reached the top spot on both the Amazon.com and Barnes and
Noble best-seller lists just a few hours after the date of publication was announced on
1 February 2007.

Why We Love Harry



Favorite Moments from the Series

There are plenty of reasons to love Rowling's wildly popular series--no doubt you have
several dozen of your own. Our list features favorite moments, characters, and artifacts
from the first five books. Keep in mind that this list is by no means exhaustive (what we
love about Harry could fill ten books!) and does not include any of the spectacular
rﬁvelatory moments that would spoil the books for those (few) who have not read
them. Enjoy.

The Series of Harry Potter

The Harry Potter series was originally published as a children's book by British
Bublisher Bloomsbury, and American publisher Scholastic Press. However, it rapidly

ecame a phenomenal success amongst children and adults alike. The books each
chronicle one year at school for the characters concerned and follows a long tradition
of children's series about life in schools. Perhaps unlike some of the traditional series
of this format, each book has matured and expanded in complexity and scope
compared to the last, approximately developing with the age of the principal
characters (later books are also significantly darker in tone than earlier ones). Although
the author has said that she comprehensively plotted the entire series of books before
the first was published, and that this plot remains unchanged, she has also stated that
it has undergone a number of revisions as it has progressed. The books started as
relatively slim volumes (223 pages Philosopher's Stone UK ed.), but have grown as the
series progressed (766 pages Order of the Phoenix UK ed.).

The books contain a significant element of fantasy and magic, but this is combined
with a detective-novel apﬁroach to the story. Each volume contains a complete
Broblem and task for the heroes to complete, but each has also added to the

ackground information about the vvizardin{gvvorld in general and contains many
pieces of information whose importance only becomes apparent in later volumes
(known as foreshadowing). Thus a considerable fan following has developed of people
wanting to discover how the many loose ends and unfinished adventures in the book
will finally be completed. The author has stated that, more than with any other book in
the series, the final volume continues the unfinished story in book six. She has also
stated that she doesn't have plans for any other novels concerning Harry Potter.

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone
" Harry's first trip to the zoo with the Dursleys, when a boa constrictor winks at him.

" When the Dursleys' house is suddenly besieged by letters for Harry from Hogwarts.
Readers learn how much the Dursleys have been keeping from Harry. Rowling does a
wonderful job in displaying the lengths to which Uncle Vernon will go to deny that
magic exists.

" Harry's first visit to Diagon Alley with Hagrid. Full of curiosities and rich with magic
and marvel, Harry's first trip includes a trip to Gringotts and Ollivanders, where Harry
gets his wand (holly and phoenix feather) and discovers yet another connection to
He-Who-Must-No-Be-Named. This moment is the reader's first full introduction to
Rowling's world of witchcraft and wizards.

" Harry's experience with the Sorting Hat.

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets



" The de-gnoming of the Weasleys' garden. Harry discovers that even wizards have
Chores——%nomes must be grabbed (ignoring angry protests "Gerroff me! Gerroff mel"),
swung about (to make them too dizzy to come back), and tossed out of the
garden--this delightful scene highlights Rowling's clever and witty genius.

" Harry's first experience with a Howler, sent to Ron by his mother.

* The Dueling Club battle between Harry and Malfoy. Gilderoy Lockhart starts the
Dueling Club to help students practice spells on each other, but he is not Prepared for
the intensity of the animosity between Harry and Draco. Since they are still young, their
minibattle is innocent enough, including tickling and dancing charms.

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
" Ron's attempt to use a telephone to call Harry at the Dursleys'.

" Harry's first encounter with a Dementor on the train (and just about any other
encounter with Dementors). Harry's brush with the Dementors is terrifying and
prepares Potter fans for a darker, scarier book.

" Harry, Ron, and Hermione's behavior in Professor Trelawney's Divination class. Some
of the best moments in Rowling's books occur when she reminds us that the
wizards-in-training at Hogwarts are, after all, just children. Clearly, even at a school of
witchcraft and wizardry, classes can be boring and seem pointless to children.

* The Boggart lesson in Professor Lupin's classroom.
" Harry, Ron, and Hermione's knock-down confrontation with Snape.
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

" Hermione's disgust at the reception for the veela (Bulgarian National Team Mascots)
at the Quidditch World Cup. Rowling's fourth book addresses issues about growing
up--the dynamic between the boys and girls at Hogwarts starts to change. Nowhere is
this more plain than the hilarious scene in which magical cheerleaders nearly convince
Harry and Ron to jump from the stands to impress them.

" Viktor Krum's crush on Hermione--and Ron's objection to it.
" Malfoy's "Potter Stinks" badge.

" Hermione's creation of S.P.E\W,, the intolerant bigotry of the Death Eaters, and the
danger of the Triwizard Tournament. Add in the Chan%mg dynamics between girls and
boys at Hogwarts, and suddenly Rowling's fourth book has a weight and seriousness
not as present in early books in the series. Candy and tickle spells are left behind as the
students tackle darker, more serious issues and take on larger responsibilities,

including the knowledge of illegal curses.
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

" Harry's outburst to his friends at No. 12 Grimmauld Place. A combination of
frustration over being kept in the dark and fear that he will be expelled fuels much of
Harry's anger, and it all comes out at once, directly aimed at Ron and Hermione,
Rowling perfectly portrays Harry's frustration at being too old to shirk responsibility,



but too young to be accepted as part of the fight that he knows is coming.

" Harry's detention with Professor Umbridge. Rowling shows her darker side, leading
readers to believe that Hogwarts is no longer a safe haven for young wizards. Dolores
represents a bureaucratic tyrant capable of real evil, and Harry is forced to endure their
private battle of wills alone.

*Harry and Cho's painfully awkward interactions. Rowling clearly remembers what it
was like to be a teenager.

" Harry's Occlumency lessons with Snape.
" Dumbledore's confession to Harry.
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince

* The introduction of the Horcrux.

" Molly Weasley asking Arthur Weasley about his "dearest ambition." Rowling has
always been great at revealin%little intriguing bits about her characters at a time, and
Arthur’ s answer "to find out how airplanes stay up" reminds us about his obsession
with Muggles.

" Harry's private lessons with Dumbledore, and more time spent with the fascinating
and dangerous pensieve, arguably one of Rowling’ s most ingenious inventions.

" Fred and George Weasley” s Joke Shop, and the slogan: "Why Are You Worrying
About You-Know-Who? You Should Be Worrying About U-NO-POO--the Constipation
Sensation That's Gripping the Nation!"

" Luna's Quidditch commentary. Rovvlin%jcreated scores of Luna Lovegood fans with
hilarious and bizarre commentary from the most unlikely Quidditch commentator.

* The effects of Felix Felicis.
More About Author

J. K. (Jo) Rowling was born in Chipping Sodbury in the UK in 1965. Such a
funny-sounding name for a birthplace may have contributed to her talent for collecting
odd names.

Jo moved house twice when she was growing up. The first move was from Yate ({Lust
outside Bristol in the south west of England) to Winterbourne. Jo, her sister and friends
used to play together in her street in Winterbourne. Two of her friends were a brother
and sister whose surname just hapPened to be Potter! The second move was when Jo
was nine and she moved to Tutshill near Chepstow in the Forest of Dean. Jo loved
living in the countryside and spent most of her time wandering across fields and along
thﬁ H\/Ier\/\/ye with her sister. For Jo, the worst thing about her new home was her new
school.

Tutshill Primary School was a very small and very old-fashioned place. The roll-top
desks in the classrooms still had the old ink wells. Jo's teacher, Mrs Morgan, terrified
her. On the first day of school, she gave Jo an arithmetic test, which she Tailed, scoring
zero out of ten. It wasn't that Jo was stupid - she had never done fractions before. So



Jo was seated in the row of desks far to the right of Mrs Morgan. Jo soon realised that
Mrs Morgan seated her pupils according to how clever she thought they were: the
brightest sat to her left, and those she thought were dim were seated to herright. Jo
was in the 'stupid' row, 'as far right as you could possibly get without sitting in the
playground'.

From Tutshill Primary, Jo went to Wyedean Comprehensive. She was quiet, freckl*,
short-sighted and not very good at sports. She even broke her arm playing netball. Her
favourite subject by far was English, but she also liked languages.

Jo always loved writing more than anything. 'The first story that | ever wrote down,
when | was five or six, was about a rabbit called Rabbit. He got the measles and was
visited by his friends, including a giant bee called Miss Bee. And ever since Rabbit and
Miss Bee, I have wanted to be a writer, though | rarely told anyone so. I was afraid
they'd tell me I didn't have a hope.’

At school, Jo would entertain her friends at lunchtime with stories. 'l used to tell my
equally quiet and studious friends long serial stories at lunchtimes." In these stories, Jo
and her friends would be heroic and daring.

As she got older, Jo kept writing but she never showed what she had written to anyone,
except for some of her funny stories that featured her friends as heroines.

After school, Jo attended the University of Exeter in Devon where she studied French.
Her parents hoped that by studying languages, she would enjoy a great career as a
bilm%ual secretary. But as Jo recalls, 'l am one of the most disorganised people in the
world and, as I later proved, the worst secretary ever.' She claims that she never paid
much attention in meetings because she was too busy scribbling down ideas. 'This is a
problem when you are supposed to be taking the minutes of the meeting,' she says.

When she was 25, Jo started writing a third novel ('l abandoned the first two when |
realised how bad they were'). A year later, she went to Portugal to teach English, which
she really enjoyed. Working afternoons and evenings, she had mornings free to write.
The new novel was about a boy who was a wizard.

When she returned to the UK, Jo had a suitcase full of stories about Harry Potter. She
moved to Edinburgh with heryoung daughter and worked as a French teacher. She
also set herself a target: she would finish the 'Harry' novel and get it published. In 1996,
one year after finishing the book, Bloomsbury bought Jo's first novel, Harry Potter and
the Philosopher's Stone.

'The moment | found out that Harry would be published was one of the best of my
life,  says Jo. Afew months after 'Harry' was accepted for publication in Britain, an
American publisher bought the rights for enough money to enable Jo to give up
teaching and write full time - her life's ambition!

Book Dimension

length: (cm)24.1 width:(cm)15.5
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there is no way i will give this last book of the harry potter series a less-than-five-star
rating. itis part of my childhood/adolescent memory. it has influenced the whole
generation.
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