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Garreau's rather indifferently written tome, originally produced as a series of
Washington Post articles, describes the phenomenon of Edge Cities that have sprung
up in various areas of the nation, usually in close proximity to intersecting highways
and urban areas. These entities are found in former rural or residential areas and
contain office and retail space, a population that increases at 9 a.m. on working days,
and a local perception of the Edge City as the final destination for mixed-use shopping,
jobs, and entertainment. Garreau describes how developers, planners, politicians, an
others have combined in such areas as Northern and Central New Jersey, Boston,
Detroit, Atlanta, Phoenix, Southern California, and the San Francisco Bay region to
erect these new entities. He also discusses such interesting trends as the newly
emergent black upper middle class in the Atlanta environs and the neo-Civil War battle
to preserve the Manassas battlefield site in Virginia from developers. For general
collections. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 5/15/91.

-Norman Lederer, Thaddeus Stevens State Sch. of Technology, Lancaster, Pa.
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