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Once upon a time, when the world was "new-and-all," Man turned to the animals for
help--to the horse for carrying, the dog for fetching, the ox for plowing. But the camel
refused to do a lick of work, haughtily replying "Humpf!" to all requests. The other
animals complained of the inequity to the Djinn of all the Deserts, who used his
powerful magic to punish the lazy camel. 
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Rudyard Kipling's beloved story of how the camel got his hump is a comical tale of
justice delivered that's filled with fanciful wordplay and illustrated with wit and great
charm by the incomparable Lisbeth Zwerger. 
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