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The chantries of medieval England were founded in the belief that intercessory masses
could shorten the period spent by souls in purgatory. They played a greater role in the
daily life of sixteenth-century Englishmen than did monasteries, yet the dissolution of
the monasteries has been a far more popular subject of study than the dissolution of
the chantries. Alan Kreider writes about the social, religious, and numerical importance
of the chantries. He explains the significance of purgatory in their founding, as well as
the theological and economic changes of the 1530s and 1540s that caused the
government to jettison traditional practices concerning prayers for the deceased.
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Alan Kreider is Professor of Church History and Mission (retired) at Anabaptist
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. His main interests are mission, worship, peace, and
ecclesiastical history (especially the early church and Anabaptism).
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