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W. B. Yeats was Romantic and Modernist, mystical dreamer and leader of the Irish
Literary Revival, Nobel prizewinner, dramatist and, above all, poet. He began writin
with the intention of putting his 'very self' into his poems. T. S. Eliot, one of many who
proclaimed the Irishman's greatness, described him as 'one of those few whose history
Is the history of their own time, who are part of the consciousness of an age which
cannot be understood without them'. For anyone interested in the literature of the late
nineteenth century and the twentieth century, Yeats's work is essential. This volume

athers the full range of his published poetry, from the hauntingly beautiful early lyrics

y which he is still fondly remembered) to the magnificent later poems which put
beyond question his status as major poet of modern times. Paradoxical, proud and
passionate, Yeats speaks today as eloguently as ever,
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[She bid me take life eas;/ as the grass grows on the weirs;But | was young and
foolish, and now am full of tears.] PS. (The Wanderings of Oisin and Other Poems
was the first collection of poems by William Butler Yeats in 1889.)
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The forest imagery and mystic vision are IRRESISTIBLE. The day-dreamer within every
city-dweller hungers for the night and the wild. In the void we meet ourselves again.
Tolkien is but Yeats translated into prose...
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