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The sheer variety and accomplishment of Elizabeth Gaskell's shorter fiction is amazing.
This new volume contains six of her finest stories that have been selected specifically
to demonstrate this, and to trace the development of her art. As diverse in setting as in
subject matter, these tales move from the gentle comedy of life in a small English
country town in Dr Harrison's Confessions, to atmospheric horror in far north-west
Wales with The Doom of the Griffiths. The story of Cousin Phillis, her masterly tale of
love and loss, is a subtle, complex and perceptive analysis of changes in English
national life during an industrial age, while the gripping Lois the Witch recreates the
terrors of the Salem witchcraft trials in seventeenth-century New England, as Gaskell
shrewdly shows the numerous roots of this furious outbreak of delusion. Whimsically
modified fairy tales are set in a French chateau, while an engaging love story poetically
evokes peasant life in wine-growing Germany.
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评论

Satirical, amusing, yet thought-provoking. A really fantastic masterpiece.

-----------------------------
Just read some excerpts of Cranford. A book shows the beautiful and warm aspect of
this world.

-----------------------------
寫Miss Matty破產之後的部分很感人

-----------------------------
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Cranford Mr Harrison's Confessions The Doom of the Griffiths Lois the Witch Six weeks
at Heppenheim Cousin Phillis Curious,if True  
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