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Penzler Pick, December 2001: In the world of page-turning thrillers, Dan Brown holds a
special place in the hearts of many of us. After his first book, Digital Fortress, almost
passed me by, he wrote Angels and Demons, which was probably one of the
half-dozen most exciting thrillers of last year. It is a pleasure to report that his new
book lives up to his reputation as a writer whose research and talent make his stories
exciting, believable, and just plain unputdownable. 

The time is now and President Zachary Herney is facing a very tough reelection. His
opponent, Senator Sedgwick Sexton, is a powerful man with powerful friends and a
mission: to reduce NASA's spending and move space exploration into the private
sector. He has numerous supporters, including many beyond the businesses who will
profit from this because of the embarrassment of 1996, when the Clinton
administration was informed by NASA that proof existed of life on other planets. That
information turned out to be premature, if not incorrect. (This story is true; I repeat,
Dan Brown's research is very, very good.) The embattled president is assured that a
rare object buried deep in the Arctic ice will prove to have far-reaching implications on
America's space program. The find, however, needs to be verified.

Enter Rachel Sexton, a gister for the National Reconnaissance Office. Gisters reduce
complex reports into single-page briefs, and in this case the president needs that
confirmation before he broadcasts to the nation, probably ensuring his reelection. It's
tricky because Rachel is the daughter of his opponent. Rachel is thrilled to be on the
team traveling to the Arctic circle. She is a realist about her father's politics and has
little respect for his stand on NASA, but Senator Sexton cannot help but have a
problem with her involvement.

Adventure, romance, murder, skullduggery, and nail-biting tension ensue. By the end
of Deception Point, the reader will be much better informed about how our space
program works and how our politicians react to new information. Bring on the next
Dan Brown thriller! 

--Otto Penzler 

From Publishers Weekly 

Struggling to rebound from a series of embarrassing blunders that have jeopardized its
political life at the start of this lively thriller, NASA makes an astounding discovery:
there is a meteor embedded deep within the arctic ice. And it isn't just any meteor.
Inside the huge rock, which crashed to earth in 1716, are fossils of giant insects proof of
extraterrestrial life. Yet, given NASA's slipping reputation, the question arises: Is the
meteor real or a fake? That uncertainty dogs NASA and its supporters in Brown's latest
page-flipper, a finely polished amalgam of action and intrigue. Trying to determine the
truth are intelligence agent Rachel Sexton and popular oceanographer Michael
Tolland, both among the first to suspect something is amiss when the meteor is pulled
from the ice. Their doubts quickly make them the targets of a mysterious death squad
controlled by someone or something that doesn't want the public to hear the meteor
may be a fraud. Together, Sexton and Tolland scramble across arctic glaciers, take
refuge on ice floes, are rescued by a nuclear submarine, then find themselves trapped



aboard a small research vessel off the coast of New Jersey. All the while, the nation's
capital is buzzing as to whether NASA has engaged in deception. Or is NASA just a dupe
for aerospace companies that have long wanted a bigger share of space contracts?
Brown (Angels & Demons) moves into new territory with his latest. It's an excellent
thriller a big yet believable story unfolding at breakneck pace, with convincing settings
and just the right blend of likable and hateful characters. He's also done his research,
folding in sophisticated scientific and military details that make his plot far more
fulfilling than the norm. 

From Booklist 

The phrase mixed bag was probably invented to describe novels like this one. It has
characters that range from inventive to wooden, dialogue that bounces between
evocative and cliched, a narrative structure that is sometimes serpentine and
sometimes childishly simple, and a plot that lies somewhere between bold and
ridiculous. While most readers will accept the author's premise--that a remarkable
discovery in the Arctic may offer proof of extraterrestrial life--others may have trouble
with his casting of NASA as a murderous villain. Still, this is pretty exciting stuff (Can an
intelligence agent and a scholar blow the lid off a massive conspiracy before they are
assassinated?), and Brown certainly does have a knack for spinning a suspenseful yarn.
On the other hand, his writing style is merely adequate. In the end, what does Brown's
mixed bag add up to? Those who require only that thrillers deliver the requisite
number of chills will have a good time here, but those looking for a little artistry, a little
panache, are likely to be disappointed. 

David Pitt

From Library Journal 

Brown's dazzling high-tech adventure opens with NASA personnel making a startling
discovery. An ancient meteorite is found buried within an Arctic glacier. Samples taken
from this meteorite reveal that it contains fossils from life forms not previously seen on
Earth. Could this discovery prove that we are not alone in the universe? To answer that
question, several civilian scientists are dispatched to the site in order to investigate the
origin of the fossils and verify NASA's findings. Before any official announcement can
be made, however, one of the scientists dies under mysterious circumstances. The
remaining scientists quickly realize that all is not what it appears to be as they struggle
to separate truth from deceit. With this latest story, Brown (Digital Fortress) proves
once again that he is among the most intelligent and dynamic of authors in the thriller
genre. He has skillfully blended his own wit and style with the rip-roaring adventure of
Cussler and the modern technology of Clancy. Highly recommended for all public
libraries.

Jeff Ayers, Seattle P.L.
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dan brown早期作品写的也不错呀

-----------------------------
还好字够大。就是看不进去><
早上的时间都献给它，居然没有什么想说的。。。这书，看之无味弃之可惜。。。我还
是去背TEM4词汇吧!!!!

-----------------------------
骗局是DanBrown所有书中我最强推荐的一本~！

-----------------------------



丹布朗的书都特别能吊胃口。。。很好

-----------------------------
政治＋科學＋NASA+mystery

-----------------------------
薄荷/感觉在脑子里过了一部电影 各种场景描述通过生词的方式杀死了我好多脑细胞
看到科普必然翻白眼/总的来说这个故事还行 总会有一根线牵着你想要看下去
/但是人设都很cliché 挖得不够深 而且里面最重要的那个反转里人物动机太过牵强
虽然自豪自己早就猜到了大boss是谁 但是跟我想的剧情完全不一样orz

-----------------------------
实际上呢....看丹布朗就是看悬疑和历史~~~

-----------------------------
朋友那儿借来看的，又是一口气看过去。喘了一口气，又看了第二遍。

-----------------------------
terrible

-----------------------------
pretty well, although more kind of stereotyping.

-----------------------------
结局不算出彩，没有之前的作品好

-----------------------------
故事发展有些意外，但是迷恋看到最后醍醐灌顶的感觉。甘愿做丹,布朗的粉丝。

-----------------------------
这个故事有点傻，呵呵

-----------------------------
这是一边看刺激悬疑小说一边学习天文地理各种科学知识的节奏...写小说能写成Dan



Brown这么博学也是给他跪了

-----------------------------
我觉得 这一部是丹布朗写的最平庸的

-----------------------------
挺好的吧 财务财务！！买回来

-----------------------------
丹布朗一贯的写作风格，情节紧凑摄人心弦，结尾出人意料，我觉得这本书和《达芬奇
密码》不相伯仲，只是《达》更广为人知晓，喜欢《达》的人不妨也看看《骗局》，看
看作者是如何让他笔下的人物作弄了整个世界

-----------------------------
在火车上一晚上看完的。。

-----------------------------
Dan Brown is a master of the twist and turns of the plot. Great thriller!

-----------------------------
一样的风格

-----------------------------
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书评

一个热门总统候选人，他的女儿，一个现任总统，和一群科学家的激情碰撞。
aulara.cn。小说的开头就令人神往：一位冰川科学家和他的雪橇狗被莫名绑架，绑匪
要求发送求救信号后将其扔下直升机。。。
背景設定在美國總統大選前，兩個候選人競選前的激烈交鋒。美國現任總統赫立，受...
 

-----------------------------
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因为手里是本盗版，若不是看了豆瓣上说这本书是Brown在2001年写的，几乎要怀疑这
是《达芬奇密码》的knock-off之作。一样的用conspiracy勾起读者的好奇，一样的帅哥
美女知识分子作男女主角，只是作为噱头的“知识”从中世纪的基督教换成了20世纪的
美国高科技。小说很精确，情节...  
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