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The meaning that people attribute to things necessarily derives from human
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transactions and motivations, particularly from how those things are used and
circulated. The contributors to this volume examine how things are sold and traded in
a variety of social and cultural settings, both present and past. Focusing on culturally
defined aspects of exchange and socially regulated processes of circulation, the essays
illuminate the ways in which people find value in things and things give value to social
relations. By looking at things as if they lead social lives, the authors provide a new way
to understand how value is externalized and sought after. They discuss a wide range of
goods - from oriental carpets to human relics - to reveal both that the underlying logic
of everyday economic life is not so far removed from that which explains the
circulation of exotica, and that the distinction between contemporary economies and
simpler, more distant ones is less obvious than has been thought. As the editor argues
in his introduction, beneath the seeming infinitude of human wants, and the apparent
multiplicity of material forms, there in fact lie complex, but specific, social and political
mechanisms that regulate taste, trade, and desire.

Containing contributions from American and British social anthropologists and
historians, the volume bridges the disciplines of social history, cultural anthropology,
and economics, and marks a major step in our understanding of the cultural basis of
economic life and the sociology of culture. It will appeal to anthropologists, social
historians, economists. archaeologists, and historians of art.
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from Marx's economistic "commodity" emEhasizingthe input of labor in the things,
Appadurai emphasizes the social aspect of commodities, i.e. commodity as things for
exchange. This liberates non Marxist-commodities and expands the field of economic
analysis. Things come in and out of different arenas and their interaction with the
social and politi
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The most recommended part is its intro. Retracing to Marxian style of production of
commodities, the author concerns more about its consumption and circulations in
capitalism. The roughly three dimensions,namely the diversion, demand and
knowledge, have been complemented to the new pattern of explaining the emergence
of industrialization.
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“Following Habermas, we are used to thinking of crises of legitimacy in modern
Western society as the prod uct of a breakdown in the discourse regarding duties and
obligations linking state and society.” @RUC

"The cultural b|ogaphy of things: commoditization as process' by

Kopytoff.#%1A J12material \ \
anthropologyMVZEE 7 /F, sRIBEMMIFAN— T DRI RENERTS LR R, AR
LI EETFE BN B A A SR I B E YT Ssingularization B N
effortsPkak, lﬁtﬁuuﬁmﬂg?‘%TﬁmﬁT%nE% Y imE ETKI%HQEESD%%\ NG
U BRREIEEZETENEE. ~IY)m genc ve— MRS, ©

F— /\ﬁ/\ﬁ%u PIATREE N FEBImediation, %%uu ARV 08 K SAY ZE AN Y 0]
. JJEQHW&%? KBS MR mBImulti-spheresHH& B MIRAR Rk E m b FuERE

g lls _1/\ //\_,\o

W TMENEUE. Bmi (—fRih) ?FDXT%Z?LH%—:\E@T”EEH, ME

FEETRIME,

NIBER, RIS HIIERRAD _p%aduralﬁﬁlFEEﬁ BRIT 5 Ris" £ padurai/ L+ #Yintro?|
FRS=M, BEHILA—KEK, KopyoflISHEDMIE. ENE/LRNMAEINX
T, XABEENEBNBNT A LG EA?

Appadurai and Kopytoff. The fundamental basis for object biography and social life of
things. Commodity exchange. Material culture studies.
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Retracting to the Marxian framework of the politics of commodity production and
departing from Simmel’” s argument that exchange creates value and not the other
way around, the edited essays in the Social life of Things shed light on the specific
trajectory ...
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