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Published when Wallace was just twenty-four years old, The Broom of the System
stunned critics and marked the emergence of an extraordinary new talent. At the
center of this outla ndishg funny, fiercely intelligent novel is the bewitching heroine,
Lenore Stonecipher Beadsman. The yearis 1990 and the place is a slightly altered
Cleveland, Ohio. Lenore's great-grandmother has disappeared with twenty-five other
inmates of the Shaker Heights Nursing Home. Her beau, and boss, Rick Vigorous, is
insanely jealous, and her cockatiel, Vlad the Impaler, has suddenly started spouting a
mixture of psycho- babble, Auden, and the King James Bible. Ingenious and
entertaining, this debut from one of the most innovative writers of his generation
brilliantly explores the paradoxes of language, storytelling, and reality.
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genius, genius, genius. intellectual porn with deafening humor and sorrow. DFW, what
a rare animal. may i have a dose of him, please
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Highly recommend audible version of this, performance made this piece even more
hilarious. Hard to follow plot at first cuz the jumps and kinda weird divisions of
chapters and segments but overall characterization is brilliant. The novel has its own
system of language. Could” ve been better if the missing of grandma Lenore plot line
was completed.
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- an in-your-face kind of spasm/orgasm of intellectual ideas, varying in colors and
shapes but invariably brilliant - naughty in a self-consciously serious manner, whatever
that means - language WORDS. words are the characters, they are the narrative, the p...
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