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Larry Darrell is a young American in search of the absolute. The progress of his spiritual
odyssey involves him with some of Maugham's most brilliant characters - his fiancée
Isabel whose choice between love and wealth have lifelong repercussions, and Elliott
Templeton, her uncle, a classic expatriate American snob.Maugham himself wanders in
and out of the story, to observe his characters struggling with their fates.
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FNEVER T RetoldhliRs  RIB—ELarryBYiE, HiSm ey The world was
beautiful and | was part of the world. The life in me was the same life in
people,animals,trees and moutains.| felt | was changing,as the mist changes when the
sun shines on it.l understood for the first time what life means.
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lgnorance, or at least uncertainty about life, is perhaps the greatest asset to our soul.
0 see, to experience, to think, and to accept, life and the world can be much larger
and deeper than we think. Maugham made a brilliant excursion into the mental state
of the high class, their vanity, their sincerity, their elegance, and their atrocity.
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