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Who hasn't dreamed of exploring Petra, the hidden mythical city of the Nabateans,
carved out of shimmering rose-red sandstone; of strolling around the colonnades of
ruined Palmyra by moonlight; or of meditating on the sumptuous carpets in the
Omayyad mosque? This book guides you through the spice-scented maze of souks in
Aleppo and Damascus, recommends good hotels, restaurants where you can sample
the best mezze, hammams where you can relax, and explains the subtleties of Syrian
and Jordanian hospitality. Suggested itineraries and maps will take you from the
thousand-year-old sites of Ougarit, Ebla and Mari to the Roman cities of Jarash and
Apamea, from the Byzantine Dead Cities to the crusaders' fortresses of Kerak, Margat,
Saladin's citadel and the Krak de Chevaliers...
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