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OVERVIEW

The most definitive monograph ever published on the modern master of architecture
Mies van der Rohe (1886-1969)
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Truly unprecedented in scope and copiously illustrated with over 700 original
drawings, contemporary and archive photographs, plans and diagrams

Includes some of the 20th century’ s most iconic buildings, such as the Barcelona
Pavilion in Spain, the Tugendhat House in the Czech Republic, the New National
Gallery in Germany, the Crown Hall at 11T, and the Seagram Building in New York

Arich and highly readable text written by Detlef Mertins traces the aesthetic and
intellectual context for all Mies” s work, with in-depth discussions of his most
important buildings and projects

ABOUT THE BOOK

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe is one of the twentieth century's most influential architects.
His most well-known projects include the Barcelona Pavilion in Spain (1929); the
Seagram Building in New York (1954-56); the Farnsworth House (1945-50), 860 and 880
Lakeshore Drive (1945-51) and the IIT Campus (1939-58), all in and around Chicago,
and the New National Gallery in Berlin (1962-68). These are only a few of Mies's
pavilions, houses, skyscrapers and campuses, which all epitomized a radically new
structural and spatial clarity.

The purity of his Mies's architecture is almost surprising in light the diversity of his
interests. An auto-didact, Mies studied philosophy and science as well as design.
Author Detlef Mertins, spent over ten years researching and writing this comprehensive
monograph. In addition to traveling to see the buildings and reading nearly everything
written by and about Mies, Mertins also conducted a detailed study of the
architectural, philosophical and scientific literature in Mies's own library. The result is a
lucid text that not only gives the reader detailed insight into all of Mies's work, but
which also explores the variety of ideas that influenced this exceptional figure. The
scholarship is rigorous, but the accessible writing and the highly visual,
project-by-project presentation also invites those readers who possess an interest in
the topic, but who lack detailed knowledge in it.

Arranged in chronological order, the book's five sections and its conclusion offer a
synthetic portrait of Mies's career and reception, spanning sixty years, two continents
and two world wars. The text tells a continuous story, however, most chapters focus on
a significant work (the Sea%ram building or the IIT campus), allowing for an in-depth
presentation of photographs and dravvm%S; other chapters focus on a specific event in
Mies's life (such Mies's time as the head of the Bauhaus).

All the important buildings are presented through photographs, drawings and
diagrams, showing the innovative structures, fine details and material richness that
distinguish Mies's work. In addition, many pieces of art and architecture that
influenced Mies are also illustrated as well as being discussed in the text.

TEENE:

Detlef Mertins (1954-2011) made lasting contributions to the theory and history of
modernism in architecture, art, philosophy, and urbanism. From 2002 to 2007, he was
Professor of Architecture and Chair of the Department of Architecture at the University
of Pennsylvania. He also taught at the University of Toronto and, as a visiting professor,
at Columbia University, Harvard University, Princeton University and Rice University.
Among his many published books are Modernity Unbound (2011); G: An Avant-Garde



Journal of Art, Architecture, Design, and Film, 1923-1926 (2010), co-edited with Michael
Jennings; The Presence of Mies (1994) and Metropolitan Mutations: The Architecture of
Emerging Public Spaces (1989). Mertins also published numerous essays in scholarly
journals and anthologies, as well as critical writings on contemporary architecture.
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The book attempts to offer an alternative view of Mies's career. It embodies some
interesting interpretations but does not provide anything that is fundamentally new.
Mertins's premature death makes the book less coherent and cogent as a whole.
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This fat book on Mies. Mertins has an argument trying to make Mies into something like
a bio-constructivist [biomorphosism] The Franze, which is Detlef’ s main point, was
no doubt important, but so important? Detleft bought the whole Franze and read it all,
like 12 fat German volumes, so you have to do something with it.
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