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Since movméto Japanin 1947, Richie has written hundreds of books, directed several
films and befriended dozens of Japanese celebrities, including composer Taru
Takemitsu, novelist-icon Yukio Mishima and filmmaker Akira Kurasawa. Richie has also
been the point of contact for non-Japanese artists such as Francis Ford Coppola,
Truman Capote and Igor Stravinsky. But what will interest most readers are not so
much Richie” s erudite observations on Japanese cultural life as his rather saucy
descriptions of his experiences in the country. A self-confessed "sexaholic," Richie
declares thathe’ sslept with "thousands" of people, and sex and sexual relationships
are themes that dominate the journals. Richie does give some sense of how Japan has
changed in the 50-odd years that he has lived there, but this perspective is constrained
because Richie’ s context rarely transcends his immediate surroundings. As such, the
entries sometimes read like a series of cryptic pieces. There are moments where Richie
shines, such as when he describes his divorce and his experiences with Mishima. His
views on the intersections of xenophobia, racism "and all the rest" are both poignant
and disturbing. For example, after being solicited by a couple of schoolgirls, Ritchie
wonders how anyone could think prostitution is wrong, except "if the person does not
want to sell, well maybe." But the journals live up to his reputation as a charming wit,
and if the erratic narrative sometimes seems surreal, enough bits and pieces come
together to inform readers of the Japan Richie experienced as an American insider. 75
b&w photos.
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