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From Seat No.9, Hercule Poirot was ideally placed to observe his fellow air passengers.
Over to his right sat a pretty young woman, clearly infatuated with the man opposite;
ahead in seat No.13, sat a Countess with a poorly-concealed cocaine habit; across the
gangway in seat No.8, a detective writer was being troubled by an aggressive wasp.

What Poirot did not yet realize was that behind him, in seat No.2, sat the slumped,
lifeless body of a woman...

"It will be a very acute reader who does not receive a complete surprise at the end.’

--Times Literary Supplement
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Agatha Christie is known throughout the world as the Queen of Crime. Her books have
sold over a billion copies in En%Iish with another billion in 100 foreign languages. She is
the most widely published author of all time and in any language, outsold only by the
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Bible and Shakespeare. She is the author of 80 crime novels and short story
collections, 19 plays, and six novels written under the name of Mary Westmacott.

Agatha Christie's first novel, The Mystery Affair of Styles, was written towards the end of
the First World War, in which she served as a VAD. In it she created Hercule Poirot, the
little Belgian detective who was destined to become the most popular detective in
crime fiction since Sherlock Holmes. It was eventually published by The Bodley Head
in 1920.

In 1926, after averaimg a book a year, Agatha Christie wrote her masterpiece. The
Murder of Roger Ackroyd was the first of her books to be published by Collins and
marked the beginning of an author-publisher relationship which lasted for 50 years
and well over 70 books. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd was also the first of Agatha
Christie's books to be dramatised - under the name Alibi - and to have a successful run
in London's West End. The Mousetrap, her most famous play of all, opened in 1952 and
is the longest-running play in history.

Agatha Christie was made a Dame in 1971. She died in 1976, since when a number of
books have been published posthumously: the bestselling novel Sleeping Murder
appeared later that year, followed by her autobiography and the short story collection
Miss Marple's Final Cases, Problem at Pollensa Bay and While the Light Lasts. In 1998
Blabck Coffee was the first of her plays to be novelised by another author, Charles
Osborne.

(from the first pages of Agatha Christie's paperbacks published by HarperCollins)
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spoiler, i promise.,

Quite nice. Guessed how but didn't guess who. Anyhow there is a major plot flaw. Why
the murderer dropped the thorn on the floor and wanted to retrieve it later, if the thorn
V\éas mdeegj mjlected by hand? Why not take the thorn away with him after he stabbed
the victim? Voila.
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MR Poirot is so kind and humorous.Jean Grey is a very charming character.Everyone
ends with the happiness except the murderer.If you suffer a wrong marriage or meet
the Mrwrong, éust to be brave and step out.Everything will be ok.That is what I learn
from Jean and Cicely.
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