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"Ardiane and Barbe Blue" is version of the story of Blue Beard. The sceneis a hall in the
castle of Blue Beard, and a crowd outside is shouting out because a sixth wife has
come to the tyrant. Ardiane and a nurse enter, and the nurse tells her that Blue Beard
has killed five women, but she thinks that they are not dead. She has six silver keys and
one of gold, and this alone, being forbidden, she keeps. But the nurse picks up the six,
and one by one opens the six lesser doors of the hall.
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