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John Webster interprets Barth's earlier work in exegetical and historical theology,
particularly focusing on the work of the 1920s. In this new study of Barth's earlier
theology, John Webster looks at the significance of historical theology and biblical
exegesis in the formative years when Barth began his work as theological professor.
Though this period of Barth's work has been the subject of much recent
reinterpretation, little attention has been given to Barth's discovery of the classical
Reformed tradition or to his intensive engagement with the theological interpretation
of Scripture. The publication of many of Barth's lecture texts from the 1920s now
makes it possible to present a rather different picture of Barth from that which has
become conventional. The four studies in the book offer detailed readings of neglected
texts: Barth's lectures on the Reformed Confessions and on Zwingli, his history of
modern Protestant theology, and his exegesis of 1 Corinthians. They draw out the
importance of Barth as Reformed theologian, his commitment to the Scripture
principle and to the ethical character of Christian faith, and his constant work on
biblical exegesis. They also suggest that these texts show that many of the theological
convictions which Barth expresses in his mature work were formed in his early years.
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