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Published in 1859, we are immediately intrigued by the narrative - a young and genial
tutor of arts, Walter Hartright, encounters a woman dressed head to toe in white who is
lost in the streets of London. After reporting her to the authorities Walter is informed
that the lady was an escapee from a mental asylum.

However, when Walter takes a new position in teaching art he encounters a girl named
Laura, whose looks are stunningly similar to those of the woman in white. As the pair
fall for one another, the sense of mystery deepens - is there more to their meeting than
first meets the eye?

Lauded for its innovative and Compelling E\ot and use of multiple characters in
narration, The Woman in White is one of the earliest examples of detective fiction.
Throughout his quest for the truth, Walter hires a number of private detectives and
eventually mimics their methodology, with Collins' legal know-how lemdm% realism to
the plot line. Wilkie Collins was strongly motivated to author her novel by the unequal
situation men and women found themselves: at the time, the law overtly deferred to
men in matters of inheritance and estate.

TEENA:

Wilkie Collins was born in London in 1824, the eldest son of the landscape painter
William Collins. In 1846, having spent five years in the tea business, he was entered to
read for the bar at Lincoln's Inn, where he gained the legal knowledge that was to give
him much material for his writing.

From the early fifties, he was a friend of Charles Dickens, acting with him, contributing
to Household Words, travelling with him on the Continent. Dickens produced and
acted in two melodramas written by Collins, The Lighthouse (1855) and The Frozen
Deep (1857).

Collins is best remembered for his novels, particularly The Woman in White (1860) and
The Moonstone (1868), which T. S. Eliot called 'the first, the longest, and the best of
modern English detective novels'. His later, and at the time rather sensational, novels
include The New Magdalen (1873) and The Law and The Lady (1875). Collins also
braved the moral censure of the Victorian age by keeping two women (and their
households) while marrying neither. He died in 1889,
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| have this to say against it: the woman's habit of dressing in white is totally arbitrary
and has no structural significance to the narratives whatever. The way WC inserts in
this ghostly white figure for the sheer sake of sensation is embarrassing.
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