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The Third Edition of this highly successful textbook provides an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the penal system of England and Wales. Now fully
revised and updated, it includes an examination of the direction of penal policy under
New Labour. The book: * offers an overview of all aspects of punishment and the penal
system * provides an analyses of the theories which purport to justify and explain the
practice of punishment * critically examines the so-called 'penal crisis' and offers a
programme for radical reform * draws comparisons between the English penal system
and others from around the world * includes a self-study guide, directing the reader to
useful websites
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