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During the Cultural Revolution, Mao exhorted the Chinese people to  “smash the four
olds” : old customs, old culture, old habits, and old ideas. Yet when the Red Guards in
Tiananmen Square chanted “We want to see Chairman Mao,” they unknowingly
used a classical rhythm that dates back to the Han period and is the very embodiment
of the four olds. An Anatomy of Chinese reveals how rhythms, conceptual metaphors,
and political language convey time-honored meanings of which Chinese speakers
themselves may not be consciously aware, and contributes to the ongoing debate over
whether language shapes thought, or vice versa.

Perry Link” sinquiry into the workings of Chinese reveals convergences and
divergences with English, most strikm%Iy in the area of conceptual metaphor. Different
spatial metaphors for consciousness, for instance, mean that English speakers wake
up while speakers of Chinese wake across. Other underlying metaphors in the two
languages are similar, lending support to theories that ocate the origins of language in
the brain. The distinction between daily-life language and official language has been
unusually significant in contemporary China, and Link explores how ordinary citizens
learn to play language games, artfully wielding officialese to advance their interests or
defend themselves from others.

Particularly provocative is Link” s consideration of how Indo-European languages,
with their preference for abstract nouns, generatecfhilosophical puzzles that Chinese,
with its preference for verbs, avoids. The mind-body problem that has plagued Western
culture may be fundamentally less problematic for speakers of Chinese.

TFENAE:
Perry Link is retired from a career teaching at Princeton University and now is
Chancellorial Chair for Teaching Across Disciplines at the University of California,

Riverside. He publishes on Chinese language, literature, and cultural history, and also
writes and speaks on human rights in China.
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In a highly formalised or ritualised political situation there seems no way vvhereb%
authority can be challenged except by a total refusal to use the accepted form which is
compulsory for this t%p\e\ofoccasio\n, e, a total refusal of all political \
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Full of ill-founded assumptions. Poorly structured and ethically problematic, the book
is written with no consistent logic norinherent methodology -- simﬁly a pile of
collaged Chinese idioms. Perry Link does not deserve name as a scholar.

BIREANFE T EEEMTI AT OEESNE Rt REGE, ZEEHE—12%064

BLENBRERSNAAREE, B UBRMBEARS HENAR RS RN
. E—AENERNRESEAK (RIAEARSS) 55 55 0] 258

FEAIMEZ L, (TOFELIELTS)SEREINEE, WIFMM/INRZETlanguage
gamelf iz NMEA KR,



ﬁbﬁﬁﬂjr})_\ﬁ mh5, LXjESE B s —abn (B1E) o F=PLA
E , NMEPU, BEFRZERACY XS AN RIE ML 1
AT EBEATT, BILAE—I3,

BENESE DL REBIEEECHUR. BEREERE AR, HRENHREZEN
BFEE, PR, JIERNSENEIEE,

An Anatomy of Chinese FaEipEEE1

SELi;

An Anatomy of Chinese FaEipEEE1



http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd
http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

	An Anatomy of Chinese
	标签
	评论
	书评


