Life and Fate

Life and Fate T#EEEE]

Z & Vasily Grossman
HARZE NYRB Classics
H R A (8):2006-5-16
Emi:Paperback

isbn:9781590172018

A book judged so dangerous in the Soviet Union that not only the manuscript but the
ribbons on which it had been typed were confiscated by the state, Life and Fate is an
epic tale of World War Il and a profound reckoning with the dark forces that dominated
the twentieth century.

Interweaving a transfixing account of the battle of Stalingrad with the story of a single
middle-class family, the Shaposhnikovs, scattered by fortune from Germany to Siberia,
Vasily Grossman fashions an immense, intricately detailed tapestry depicting a time of
almost unimaginable horror and even stranger hope.

Life and Fate juxtaposes bedrooms and snipers’  nests, scientific laboratories and the
Gulag, taking us deep into the hearts and minds of characters ranging from a boy on
his way to the gas chambers to Hitler and Stalin themselves.

This novel of unsparing realism and visionary moral intensity is one of the supreme
achievements of modern Russian literature.
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“whatever life holds in store — hard-won glory, poverty and despair, or death in a
labour camp - they will live as human beings and die as human beings, the same as
those who have already perished; and in this alone lies man's eternal and bitter victory
over all the grandiose and inhuman forces that ever have been or will be”

"Very slowly and gently, his eyes still closed, he repeated the words of a song; 'You're
caught in the net, my pretty little bird, | won't let you go for anything in the world.’
Poskrebyshev looked at Stalin, at his grey, thinning hair, his pock-marked face, his
closed eyes; suddenly he felt the ends of his fingers grow cold."
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