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The yearis 1962. Florence, the daughter of a successful businessman and an aloof
Oxford academic, is a talented violinist. She dreams of a career on the concert stage
and of the perfect life she will create with Edward, the earnest young history student
she met by chance and who unexpectedly wooed her and won her heart. Edward grew
up in the country on the outskirts of Oxford where his father, the headmaster of the
local school, struggled to keep the household together and his mother,
brain-damaged from an accident, drifted in a world of her own. Edward” s native
intelligence, coupled with a longing to experience the excitement and intellectual
fervour of the city, had taken him to University College in London. Falling in love with
the accomplished, shy and sensitive Florence - and having his affections returned with
equal intensity - has utterly changed his life.

Their marriage, they believe, will bring them happiness, the confidence and the
freedom to fulfill their true destinies. The glowing promise of the future, however,
cannot totally mask their worries about the wedding night. Edward, who has had little
experience with women, frets about his sexual prowess. Florence’ s anxieties run
deeper: she is overcome by conflicting emotions and a fear of the moment she will
surrender herself,
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From the precise and intimate depiction of two young lovers eager to rise above the
hurts and confusion of the past, to the touching story of how their unexpressed
misunderstandings and fears shape the rest of their lives, On Chesil Beach is an
extraordinary novel that brilliantly, movingly shows us how the entire course of a life
can be changed - by a gesture not made or a word not spoken.
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lan McEwan was born on 21 June 1948 in Aldershot, England. He studied at the
University of Sussex, where he received a BA de%ree in English Literature in 1970. He
received his MA degree in English Literature at the University of East Anglia.

McEwan's works have earned him worldwide critical acclaim. He won the Somerset
Maugham Award in 1976 for his first collection of short stories First Love, Last Rites; the
Whitbread Novel Award (1987) and the Prix Fémina Etranger (1993) for The Child in
Time; and Germany's Shakespeare Prize in 1999. He has been shortlisted for the Man
Booker Prize for Fiction numerous times, winning the award for Amsterdam in 1998.
His novel Atonement received the WH Smith Literary Award (2002), National Book
Critics' Circle Fiction Award (2003), Los Angeles Times Prize for Fiction (2003), and the
Santiago Prize for the European Novel (2004). He was awarded a CBE in 2000. In 2006,
he won the James Tait Black Memorial Prize for his novel Saturday and his novel On
Chesil Beach was named Galaxy Book of the Year at the 2008 British Book Awards
where McEwan was also named Reader's Digest Author of the Year.

McEwan lives in London. His most recent novel is Solar.
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"the best book i read this year(2007) was MacEwan's On Chesil Beach. the guy always
comesupwmhthegoodsandwk@tsnoHDlMeaboutabookdeahngwmhthe
consequences of sexual failure"
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"This is how the entire course of a life can be changed-- by doing nothing."
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