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'Who died?' | said. 'Oris it a secret?’
'‘My mother, Vianne Rocher.’

Seeking refuge and anonymity in the cobbled streets of Montmarre, Yanne and her
daughters, Rosette and Annie, live peacefully, if not hapﬁily, above their little chocolate
shop. Nothing unusual marks them out; no red sachets hang by the door. The wind has
stopped - at least for a while. Then into their lives blows Zozie de ['Alba, the lady with
the lollipop shoes, and everything begins to change . ..
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But this new friendship is not what it seems. Ruthless, devious and seductive, Zozie de
I'Alba has plans of her own - plans that will shake their world to pieces. And with
everything she loves at stake, Yanne must face a difficult choice: to flee, as she has
done so many time before, or to confront her most dangerous enemy . . .

Herself.
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Joanne Harris was born in Barnsley in 1964, of a French mother and an English father.
She studied Modern and Mediaeval Languages at St Catharine’ s College, Cambridge
and was a teacher for fifteen years, during which time she published three novels; The
Evil Seed (1989), Sleep, Pale Sister (1993) and Chocolat (1999), which was made into an
Oscar-nominated film starring Juliette Binoche and Johnny Depp.

Since then, she has written eight more novels; Blackberry Wine, Five Quarters of the
Orange, Coastliners, Holy Fools, Gentlemen and Players, The Lollipop Shoes and
Runemarks, and most recently blueeyedboy which was published in March 2010, plus;
Jigs & Reels, a collection of short stories and, with cookery writer Fran Warde, two
cookbooks; The French Kitchen and The French Market. Her books are now published
in over 40 countries and have won a number of British and international awards. In
2004, Joanne was one of the judges of the Whitbread prize (categories; first novel and
overall winner); and in 2005 she was a judge of the Orange prize.

Her hobbies are listed in Who' sWho as: “mooching, lounging, strutting, strumming,
priest-baiting and quiet subversion of the system” | although she also enjoys
obfuscation, sleaze, rebellion, witchcraft, armed robbery, tea and biscuits. She is not
above bribery and would not necessarily refuse an offer involving exotic travel,
champagne or yellow diamonds from Graff. She plays bass guitarin a band first formed
when she was 16, is currently studying Old Norse and lives with her husband Kevin and
her daughter Anouchka, about 15 miles from the place she was born.
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