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Act and Being, written in 1929--1930 as Bonhoeffer's second dissertation, deals with
the questions of consciousness and conscience in theology from the perspective of the
Reformation insight about the origin of human sinfulnessin the "heart turned in upon
itself and thus open neither to the revelation of God nor to the encounter with the
neighbor." Here, therefore, we find Bonhoeffer's thoughts about power, revelation,
Otherness, theological method, and theological anthropology.
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-45), a German pastor and theologian, played a central role
in the Confessing Church during the Nazi period and became one of the most
influential theologians of the twentieth century. He studied in Berlin and at Union
Theological Seminary in New York City and wrote several books read widely in German
and English. His theology and personal witness continue to challenge Christians of all
denominations.

Active in the German resistance movement, Bonhoeffer traveled extensively while
working for the Abwehr, the German countermtelli%ence organization. His role in a plot
|

to assassinate Adolf Hitler ultimately cost him his lite, and he was hanged by the
Gestapo on April 9, 1945.
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